
“My concept of Foothills Academy is that it is a school that looks at the whole child, pinpoints the 

areas in which he needs the most help, sets goals for him to achieve and teaches him the way 

he learns best. In order to achieve this, it is necessary for the teachers to understand the LD 

child and the developmental stage that he is at before they can begin to meet his special needs. 

It is not enough that they teach the child the academics. Socialization and organization are also 

at the top of the list because whether or not he will become a successful adult revolves around 

his ability to socialize and organize himself. We must help these children develop survival 

strategies for coping with school now and for their adult life and holding a job in the long run. We 

must somehow also encourage the parents to educate themselves. The parents have to be 

taught how to provide support for the child so that they can become independent. There has to 

be a close relationship between the parent and the school whereby they can discuss their 

concerns and be given the support and encouragement they need. The LD child affects the 

whole family." 

Beth Mackasey in a speech to potential funders 

 


