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Executive Summary
Introduction

This report focuses on the research findings from a single case study conducted at
Foothills Academy, which has been identified by Alberta Education as a school providing
exemplar educational programming for students with learning disabilities (LD). fiLearning
Di s a b iaddéfitedie sAl ber t a Ed wPogammiogifd Studénis vithspecial
Needs: Book 6Teaching Students with Learning Disabilitiess fia number of disorders which
may affect the acquisition, organization, retention, understanding or use of verbal or nonverbal
information. These disorders affect learning in individuals who otherwise demonstrate at least
average abilities essential for thinking and/or reasoning. As such, learning disabilities are distinct
from global intellectual deficiencyd  ( p Itis @eB gnown that in order to be successful,
students with learning disabilities require timely specialized assessments and interventions
involving home, school, community and workplace settings. These interventions may include
specific skill instruction, accommodations, compensatory strategies, and self-advocacy skills
(Learning Disabilities Association of Canada, 2002).

The case study was part of a larger research project entitled: Intervention Supports for
Special Education Studeni&he project was conducted to provide information to inform Alberta
Education and Alberta K to 12 school jurisdictions in their ongoing efforts to support and
enhance learning for students with learning disabilities. Although direction was given to the
researchers and writers to establish parameters for the project, the contents of this document
refl ects t he wmrtapitsand sibjectsperiewsdpned doinot necessarily reflect

the position of Alberta Education.



Study Background

As a school for students with LD, Foothills Academy is recognized for its success and
praised for its unique learning environment. Therefore, in conducting a case study on Foothills
Academy, our aim was to identify the specific factors that contribute to its success, and to find
out what makes the learning environment conducive for students with LD. The intent of this
report is to expand our knowledge regarding what is needed to improve school practices for
students with LD, and to recognize how we may better support these practices.

The case study consisted of collecting information from students, parents, and school
staff utilizing both Parent and School mail-out surveys, student and staff interviews, a focus
group, and telephone interviews with parents. The survey development process was a multi-step,
time intensive process that resulted in the construction of two surveys that were used to identify
factors that parents and school staff found important in contributing to the success of the school.
School staff were also able to further elaborate on their survey responses during a site visit by the
research team. The student interviews conducted during the site visit were designed to collect in-
depth, personalized and detailed information about what makes Foothills Academy unique. The
focus group that took place with teachers and teaching assistants provided information from the
perspective of those interacting with students with LD on a daily basis, as to what interventions
are most effective, and what others should know about teaching students with LD. The site visit
was followed by individual phone interviews with a sample of parents who had responded to the
Parent survey. The information from these sources was collected and analyzed. The key themes
that emerged are highlighted in this report, as well as quotes that exemplify what the respondents

identified as making Foothills Academy successful.



Study Data
Five sources of data were analyzed for this report:

U aschool survey completed by 39 participants including teachers, teaching assistants, and

school administrators

U aparent survey completed by 36 parents whose children attend Foothills Academy

0 afocus group conducted with nine school staff members

U student interviews conducted with nine students

U follow-up telephone interviews conducted with six parents
Quotations found in this report have been drawn directly from the study data and are put forward
in a verbatim fashion.
Key Findings

Key findings were those factors that were commonly identified by students, parents, or

staff at Foothills Academy as contributing to the success of the school. These findings can be
grouped into the following six categories: relationships with school staff, supporting students
with LD, learning resources, teaching and assessment strategies, supporting learning at home,
and school culture and atmosphere.
1. Relationships with School Staff

U School staff encourage students to feel good about themselves

U Students reported that teachers are approachable and understand them

U There is a high level of communication between parents and teachers

U Teachers report that they work as a team and collaborate to enhance learning



2. Supporting Students with LD
0  Small class sizes and one-on-one attention are seen as key factors to success
U Parents reported that teachers use flexible teaching methods, diverse resources, and are
knowledgeable about LD
U Individualized Program Plans (IPPs) were described as being highly beneficial in
supporting individual student learning
3. Learning Resources
U Teachers use assistive technologies, computer-related resources, and make necessary
accommodations for differing student needs
U Teachers use a wide-range of strategies and interventions that build on student strengths
and target areas of need
4. Teaching and Assessment Strategies
U Teachers use various methods to demonstrate student progress, and regularly monitor IPP
goals
0O Teachers cater instruction tsa zset dddrst ar d e&d
U Teachers make accommodations to assessment practices, when needed, to help students
reach their IPP goals
U Assessments are used to plan for future instruction and to help students identify both their
strengths and areas of weakness
5. Supporting Learning at Home
U Homework expectations are clearly communicated to parents, as well as students, and

parents are informed of learning strategies that may assist their child



U Teachers tell parents about positive student behaviour, not just challenges, and involve
parents in creating the student IPP
U Teachers will communicate homework assignments to parents for students who have
difficulty in documenting assigned homework
6. School Culture and Atmosphere
U There is a positive school atmosphere and a focus on student strengths
U Foothills Academy was described as welcoming, encouraging, and embodying a
sense of belongingness and self-esteem for its students. On several occasions,
Foothil | s Academy waappyfmisgcri bed as a i
U Parents and teachers feel that school administrators are accessible and approachable

U Teachers are passionate about teaching, and genuinely care for students.



Introduction

Foothills Academy is a school in Calgary for children identified as having a learning
disability (LD). Established in 1979, Foothills Academy was the first school for learning
disabled children in Alberta, and one of the first in Canada. The school focuses on providing
quality educational programs and a supportive environment for both families and staff.

Approximately 200 students, ranging in age from 8 to 18 years attend the school. Students are in
average class groupings of 12, with a teacher and a teacher assistant in each classroom. Student
groupings are based on age and level of functioning, rather than grades.

Foothills Academy has been largely successful in helping students with LD; teachers,
students, and parents alike have provided numerous accolades. A case study was therefore
designed to investigate the factors -hatdat cont
from parents, students, and school staff what it is about Foothills Academy that effectively
promotes the growth and learning of children with LD.

Data for the study was collected through surveys, interviews, and a focus group T all
designed to identify the factors that contrib
Surveys were completed by a sample of parents whose children attend the school, as well as by a
sample of teachers, teaching assistants, and administrators. In both the parent and school surveys,
participants rated the i mportancesueaess. vari ous
Follow-upphone i nterviews were conducted with some
students. These interviews provided an in-depth exploration as to what parents see as making the

school unique and allowed parents to elaborate on what they and their child have experienced.
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In addition, during a site visit to Foothills Academy a focus group was held with a sample
of teachers and teaching assistants from the school. During the focus group, participants had a
chance to discuss essential components in supporting students with LD. Participants also had an
opportunity to express what they think, specifically, is working in terms of interventions for the
students and what key decision makers should know about how to better support students with
LD. Similar to the phone interviews, the focus group allowed for school staff to provide detailed
responses and express their personal views concerning support for students with LD. During the
site visit, individual interviews took place with nine students attending Foothills Academy. These
interviews gave students the opportunity to discuss their experiences at the school, providing
first-hand accounts of the impact that this school has made in their lives.

The following summary comprises the results of the surveys, interviews, and focus
goup. From these results, common themes and fac
success are identified. In addition, quotes from parents and teachers, who work to support
students with LD on a daily basis, are provided. These opinions and experiences help to provide
a deeper understanding of how Foothills Academy is unique and the impact it has made on its
students and their families.

Having identified Foothills Academy as a school that is effective in addressing the needs
of students with LD, examining its practices provides a unique opportunity for us to recognize
which components and factors are vital to its success. By identifying the practices that help
students at Foothills Academy succeed, we may then be able to better help support children with

LD in other schools or programs.
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Parent Survey

A total of 36 parents of children attending Foothills Academy for various learning
di sabilities (LD) completed a sur vucees Aitevestig
time of intake, children were in grades ranging from 4 to 12. Approximately 25% of students
attended Foothills Academy for one year, 28% for two years, 8% for three, four, and five years,
11% for six years, 3% for seven years, and 6% for eight years. Two of the parents who
completed the survey had two children attending the school.

Components of the survey exploring contributions to success included five major
domains: practices to support students with LD, teaching students with LD, assessment practices,
relations with school, supportive learning practices at home, and staff morale and school culture
(see Appendix A). Within each of the five domains, parents were provided the opportunity to
offer additional comments.

Each domain of the survey presented participants with items for which they were
requiredto circleyesno,ord on 6t, kansow o whet her the item cont
success. If the question was answered yes participants were directed to rate how important the
item was by circling either somewhat importanimportant or very importantAn example of an
item participants rated was: fiParents were gi
way their child prefers to | edationswithsthbal.s it em
Practices to Support Students with LD

A substanti al proportion of i1items were rat
each of the five domains. With regard to supportive practices for students with LD, having

school staff encourage students to feel good about themselves as learners was significant in
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contributing to the school ds success. One par
had on their child, stating:

Foothills made a significant difference to our learner. The child we sent to Foothills

believed he was stupid, frequently displayed physical symptoms of distress, and

occasionally expressed suicidal thoughts. Thankfully, this is only a memory now. The

confident, positive learner who deals with his learning disability head on is the student

who attends Foothills. We candt say enough

In addition, having one-on-one attention and instruction for students in need, and
providing clear expectations and consequences for classroom behaviours, were reported by
parents to be contributors to the school 6s su
having staff work at developing studentsd soc
those in need, having school staff motivate students to do their best, and rewarding students for
positive behaviour.
Teaching Students with LD

When responding to teaching practices for students with LD, it was reported that having
teachers knowledgeable in the area of LD, willing to experiment with differing teaching
methods, and understanding of the needs of those with LD were influential factors for the
school 6s success. When commenting on his or h
parent expressed:

The school staff have all been very knowledgeable in their understanding of learning

disabilities and are given the skills and resources to help the students. If one strategy is

not working, another is found until hopefully, the student can learn to overcome and

succeed, despite their learning disability.
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Furthermore, teaching individual students about their strengths and needs, allowing
students to provide feedback, having teaching assistants supportive of students, and utilizing
l ndi vi dual Program Pl ans siwéreddensified ag significaotn i t or st
factors in contributing to the school s succe
Assessment Practices

Various assessment practices concerning st
play a role in the school Olsdedausing assaspnent resuitsne nt s .
for future instruction planning, regular monitoring of IPP goals, and using various methods to
demonstrate student progress. When describing the assessment practices of Foothills Academy,
one parent not e studentditAfimdsoe what maks forshent) ew tipey learn,
and where their strengths and weaknesses are.
Relations with School

Regarding their relationship with the school, parents reported optimistic and positive
experiences. One parent expressed:

Foothills Academy is not just a school, it is a tremendous community. It is warm and

welcoming and you know as soon as you come in the door that this place is different. The

teachers, staff, and admin know every student in the school. Our Foothills student is as

comfortable at school as he is at home.

Regularly communicating with parents, giving parents opportunities to share information

regarding their childbds | earning, encouraging
chil dés posi twelwomingtasenallaasnvalung parents a thedchool are behaviours
practiced by school admini strators that were

success. Parents commonly described the schoo
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are our family and friends. 0 Another parent d
has deeply affected her:
| hear more about my sondés positive behavi
we were here, | cried on a regular basis because his teachers would tell me what a
wonderful young man he was. Prior to Foothills, most of the feedback | received about
my son was negative.
Supportive Learning Practices at Home
Although reported to be more applicable amongst the younger grades, supportive learning
practices at home were valued by parents, who reported that having homework expectations
clearly communicated to both parents and students and being informed of learning strategies at
school (such that they can be implemented in the home environment) were influential factors for
the school 6s success. One parent commented on
upon regarding student academic responsibilities:
| like the use of day timers the students record their homework in. My son checks his
every night to make sure he has completed everything. As well, I can go to the school
website to see what is due in each class. o0
Another parent was grateful for having school staff understanding of the difficulties that
students may encounter in documenting homework and the efforts of staff in informing parents
of academic requirements, stating: AFoothills
work on their study and social skills. Teachers will email homework assignments, something that

LD students might not do in class. o0
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Staff Morale and School Culture
All staff morale and school culture items listed on the survey were identified by parents
to be vital in contributing to the school 6s s
welcoming to students with LD. Encouraging students to treat each other with respect and
helping students feel like they belonged were identified as significant success factors. One parent
expressed the relationship between embodying a sense of belongingness and self-esteem:
Self-esteem is huge for kids with learning disabilities. Making kids feel at home,
welcome, and safe is huge! Foothills Academy does this like pros! The office staff,
admin... everyone makes the effort to know all of the kids.
Additionally, having accessible and approachable school administrators who treat
students with respect was also reported to contribute to success. One parent expressed her
gratitude for the positive academic ttedaansitio
Foothills Academy in grade 5, but was reading at a kindergarten level, and has now been
accepted to university for-yébal d, 20009. Now th
Overall, factors associated with practices to support students with LD, teaching students
with LD, assessment practices, relations with school, supportive learning practices at home, and
staff morale and school culture have been ide
contributors to success at Foothills Academy. Parents expressed gratitude, pride, and thanks
when commenting on the school s i mpact on bot
children. As summed up by one parent, Al dono

school. They are fantastic!o
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Parent Phone Interview

Six parents of children attending Foothills Academy (the length of attendance ranged
from one year to nine years) for various forms of LD including dyslexia, auditory and visual
perception impairment, attention deficit disorder, slow processing speed, and mathematical
difficulties participated in follow-up phone interviews. Parents were asked a series of five
questions regarding their experiences, as well as those of their child, at Foothills Academy.
Responses were recorded by the researcher and later transcribed to identify common themes,
which included: practices of the school in supporting students with LD, previous school
experiences, and future plans.
Supporting Students with LD

Regarding the contributions of Foothills Academy in supporting children with LD, three

main themes emerged. These themes included: a positive atmosphere, flexible teaching methods,

and diverse resources. A positive atmosphere
increasing self-esteem and morale. One parent stated, A When my son started, he
stupid. That changed in the first year. o | n a

attitudes demonstrated by teachers when working with students. One parent captured this

senti ment byt aekxepsr epsesoipnige, wihlot real |l y want to se

a job; i1itdés a Ilife for them. They really take
Flexible teaching methods were described as non-traditional, allowing for uniqueness and

At hi nki ng ox.t & {o@oeeatention ta adso strongly valued by parents, who

reported that the teachers taught in whatever manner necessary to facilitate the learning of each

child. One parent commented, AThey are not tr

individually. o
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Various resources available and accessible for differing student needs, including small

class sizes, teaching assistants, and interventions were also of significance to parents. When

commenting on developed curricula for childrenwithLDby t eacher s, one

know how to program for children with learning disabilities. They understand learning
di sabilities. They have specialized res
Previous School Experiences

When asked about school experiences before attending Foothills Academy, all parents
reported that their children endured negative experiences. Being singled out by frustrated
teachers was a common event for students. Parents reported that teachers in previous schools did
not know how to handle a child with LD and because of such large class sizes and insufficient
time and attention paid to those with differing needs (i.e., LD), their children were often falling

behind and feeling lost. One parent reported making a life-changing decision so their son could

paren

our ces

recive the academic support he needed: A[ We] | e

Al berta just so [our] son could attend

Foot hi

childdébs academic | ife turned around after att

Teachers [before] thought [ my] daughter wasn

interested. They didndét consider other pos
Everyone is on the same side. The attitude
day for us. She really likes her teachers... really positive. Her gradesit her eds no
compari son. Shedés an honours student now.

Future Attendance

All parents reported planning to have their child continue attendance at Foothills
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Academy. Individualized learning support systems, increases in self-esteem, and positive school
experiences i including high grades and strong relationships with school staff i played key roles
in such decisions. One parent ¢ yoadndeupgetting The pe

a more respectful child than you would in the

School Survey

A survey was distributed to teachers, teaching assistants, and administrative staff at
Foothills Academy to assess wh aucces§watlcstudentss c on't
with LD. Participants were asked to identify
following seven domains: school policies and practices, practices to support students with LD,
teaching students with LD, assessment practices, relations with parents, supporting learning at
home, and staff morale and school culture (see Appendix B). . There was also an opportunity for
participants to include additional comments for each of the seven domains. Participants were
then asked to list what three factors most significantly contribute to their success as a teacher,
teacher assistant, or administrator, and what three factors contribute most significantly in
supporting students with LD.

Thirty-nine participants completed the school survey. Similar to the parent survey,
participants were presented with a list of items and were asked to circle yesno,ord o n 6 t,ask n o w
to whether the item contributed toydashe school
participants then rated how important the item was by circling either somewhat important
important or very importantAn exampl e of an i tem participant
schooluseevidence-b ased practices for teaching students

section on practices to support students with learning disabilities
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School Policies and Practices

Numerous factors in each of the seven doma
i mportant. o I n regards to schoiomp@mrot arcti @ soranfi\
i mportanto included having teachers, teaching

having teachers engage in ongoing professional development, and having teachers and teacher
assistants collaborate to enhance learning and develop effective practices for students with LD.
One participant commented on the collaboration that also goes on within the community stating:
AAdvocacy work of administration in the great
Practices to Support Students with LD
In regards to practices that support students with LD, school staff rated several factors as
being critical to success. They found having IPP, providing students with one-on-one support
when needed, having assisted technology and computer-related resources, using evidence-based
practices, and making necessary accommodations during assessment practices were all important
or very important factors. One staff member commented on the qualifications of teachers and the
resources available that contribute to Foothills Academyds success, remark
are speci al education teachers; there are | ot
Teaching Students with LD
In the domain of teaching students with LD, using a wide range of strategies and
interventions that build on strengths and target areas of need, and having school administrators
provide support and information to teachers of students with LD, were factors associated with
the success of the school. Furthermore, all questions related to using IPPs, as well as all
questions related to catering instruction according to student needs, were rated as being

Ai mportanto to fivery i mportanto by the majori
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Assessment Practices
School staff also appraised factors that are important in assessment practices. They found
that using different kinds of evaluation strategies to demonstrate student progress (e.g., exams,
assignments, portfolios), using standardized tests, and making accommodations to assessment
practices that keep in line with curriculumand IPPgoal s, wer e all deemed to
Avery i mportant. o
Relations with Parents and Supporting Learning at Home
The teachers and staff at Foothills Academy maintain effective communication and
develop close relationships with the parents of their students. In the domain of relations with
parents it was found that establishing meaningful two-way communication with parents and
sharing information about studentso6 | earning
having parents hear about positive student behaviour, not just student challenges was found to be
essential by the majority of participants. Finally, involving parents in the development of their
childés I PP was seen as a nhecessary part of p
she felt about relationships with student fam
constant contact, often daily, with parents t
In terms of supporting learning at home, most participants responded that giving
homework activities and clearly communicating homework expectations to both students and
parents are key factors to success.
Staff Morale and School Culture
Finally, several factors in the area of staff morale and school culture were seen to be
crucial incontributin g t o t he school 6s success. Having ac

administrators and staff who treat each other with respect were rated as highly important.



21

Furthermore, having teachers and teaching assistants treat students with respect, encouraging
students to treat each other with respect, and providing a welcoming atmosphere were also seen
as essential factors by most participants. Finally, the majority of participants reported that having
students feel comfortable approaching teachers and staff, and having students sense belonging at
Foothills Academy, were very important factors.
Further Comments

When asked about what factors contribute to being a successful teacher, teaching
assistant, or administrator in supporting students with LD, some common themes emerged.
These themes included: using teamwork, being
communicating with families and other staff,
Personal qualities that were listed as important for staff to embody included: consistency,
patience, building strong rapport with students and providing structure. One of the teachers
explained how beliefs and attitudes contribut
belief that all students can learn, nothing is impossible, you might just have to try it another
way. 0 This sentiment was al so shared by anoth
perseverancei we never give up! o

When asked to consider all the factors tha
supporting students with LD, some common factors that stood out included: understanding
student needs, innovation, the fact that all the students have LD and lessons are catered towards
these students, having supportive staff who are knowledgeable and passionate, and having extra
resources and community services. One participant reported how the whole environment
contributes to student | earning, remarking, 0

how to learn i fostering an environment that promotes self-knowledge and advocacy. 0
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Focus Group

A focus group was conducted with teachers and teaching assistants from Foothills
Academy. This group consisted of nine participants who shared their thoughts on the key
components that ¢ oncesyinstppottirg students withld. Thedobus ol 6 s s u
group discussion consisted of three components: Essential Questions, Quick Write, and Minute
Paper. Essential Questions consisted of asking the group three questions regarding students with
LD. These questions were: (1) What are the key components that
success in supporting students with LRPWhat are the key components that contribute to your
success (as a teacher, teacher assistant) in supporting students wigmd_(3? If youcould
design professional development opportunities and support services that would help you to do
your work even bettér what would that includeAnswers were discussed among the group and
recorded by the facilitator.

Quick Write was a task where each participant was provided a blank page to answer the
following question: If you had the chance to tell key decision makers (teachers, principals,
government leaders, Faculties of Education) how to better support students with LD, what
advice would you givdnem?Similarly, during Minute Paper, each participant was provided a
blank page and answered the following question: Intervention supports for students with LD:

What 6s wor king?

Common themes emerged from partici pghatnt r es
contribute to the school ds success, the group
teachers and staff, and the team approach taken at Foothills Academy. Staff qualities that were
mentioned as being vital to success included seeking professional development and lifelong

learning opportunities, being passionate about what they do, and having a holistic or team
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approach. One staff member expr enindee movidedn St af f
freedom for students, [are] fearless, empathetic, hopeful, and passionate about their subjects and
kids. o

When provided the opportunity to communicate what professional development
opportunities would help them do even better, the main themes that emerged included social
skills training, outside professional development opportunities, and being able to have more
assessments of children in the school. One of the staff members emphasized the importance of
better understanding each chil dds cogstngti ve a
of children to better understand their needs,
al so being able to address students who are g
address needs of student 9 Obtetheewasgenergli ft edo6 i n
agreement that teacher education programs did not provide sufficient initial training in this area
and overall, more information and preparation
to include across the board in initial teacher education programs.

In terms of the intervention supports that are working for students with LD, eight of the
nine participants mentioned that student-generated IPPs (where students meet with teachers
individually on a weekly basis) are effective. Eight of the nine participants also mentioned that
assistive technologies (e.g., Read/ Write Gold; Dragonspeak computer program) are working.
Four participants mentioned that specific strategy training for students, or what is also referred to
as blended style and structure, is effective. (The blended style and structure intervention is part
of the current curriculum for students at Foothills Academy). Other aspects that were mentioned
included having small class sizes, regular meetings, community bonding, and consistent

behaviour plans.
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It was noted that teachers were enthusiastic while talking about their school and seemed
to have an easy and open relationship with each other. Many teachers identified themselves as
being part of a team, rather than a teacher of a single subject or class. The teachers said that
being well prepared to teach students with LD (e.g., having two-weeks of training in August
prior to starting teaching at Foothills Academy), having access to resources, and having a school-
wide behavioural plan contributed to their success as a school. Most teachers also noted that
displaying genuine caring and support for students were main factors in their success as a school

and as individual teachers.

Student Interviews

A total of nine students with learning disabilities attending Foothills Academy completed
one-on-one interviews with the researcher. Students were asked a series of questions targeting
their experiences at Foothills Academy and responses were later transcribed to identify
prominent themes. The experiences upon which students focused include: relationships with
school staff, learning resources, identification of personal strengths and challenges, and
recommended advice to other schools supporting students with learning disabilities.
Relationships with School Staff

All students commented on the friendly, nice, and approachable teachers at Foothills
Academy. They expressed genuine appreciation for the extra time and commitment teachers
invested in helping the students learn. The students reported that teachers often stay after school
if students feel they need additional guidance. In addition, students were grateful for the unique
teaching strategies tailored towards differing student needs. One student reported that it seemed

like his teacher understood how he thought, which allowed her to tailor instruction based on this
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information.Anot her student stated, AThey explain it
somet hing. o
Learning Resources

All students indicated having experience with remedial programs in previous schools, but
did not receive the same quality of learning resources. For example, all students emphasized the
importance of small class sizes in contributing to their learning. They reported that having a
small class size provided them opportunity to seek help from the teacher when needed and it
diminished distractions, such as noise. Conversely, it was reported by all students that previous
remedial school programs were not conducive to their learning (e.g., it was reported by some that
being placed in a resource room did not contribute to their learning process). Technological
resources (Dragon Speak; SMARTboards), academic resources (e.g., Read Write; Precision
Reading; Study Skills program; Individual Program Plans), supportive accommodations (e.g.,
all owing fAactive |l earnerso to take tests in r
balls to anxious students), behavioural interventions (e.g., Time-Out; Merit system), and
social/transition strategy training programs (e.g., PACE and CALM classes) were also embraced
by students.
Identification of Personal Strengths and Challenges

All students were able to name their disability and comment on their strengths and
weaknesses. Many students indicated that the school makes a deliberate effort to point out how
all students learn differently. In addition, all students were knowledgeable of the IPP (Individual
Program Plan) and were able to identify their personal goals. Many students appreciated
knowing their most effective learning strategies and being able to monitor their progress in

achieving goals.
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Recommended Advice to Other Schools

When commenting on advice that they would give to other school programs to support
students with learning disabilities, five main suggestions were offered by the students at Foothills
Academy. Treating students with respect, allowing students to learn about what they like,
providing students with leadership roles, and having smaller class sizes were identified as the

most important recommendations that other schools should espouse.

Overall Conclusions

When evaluating the practices of Foothills Academy associated with its success, direct
recipients of the school 0-#$andmeconngsofdhesjgnificdnte st ude
influence that the school has had on their lives. Students expressed appreciation for the caring
relationships they hold with school staff, the availability of diverse learning resources, and the
opportunity to be involved in identifying practices of personal strengths, challenges, and learning
strategies.

Both teachers and parents identified practices associated with support (e.g., one-on-one
attention), teaching (e.g., focusing on student strengths and needs), assessment (e.g., IPPS),
school relations (e.g., regular contact with parents), home learning (e.g., communicating
homework expectations to both parents and students), and staff morale and school culture (e.g.,
helping students feel welcome) to be significant contributors to theschoold6 s uni que succes
promoting academic growth among students with LD. Both parents and school staff commented
on how the enthusiasm, dedication, care, and passion for teaching students with LD

demonstrated by teachers at Foothills Academy playacentralrol e i n t he school 6s
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Focus group members had numerous ideas about what they would tell key decision
makers to better support students with LD, including providing specific and focused training
opportunities for preservice and inservice teachers, finding out about student strengths (rather
than focusing on weaknesses), keeping class sizes small, providing early intervention and
ongoing supports, adapting standardized testing in some cases, listening to LD students and
working to best understand them and their needs, teaching all skills (such as social skills) that
these children might need, and working to understand how each student learns and is capable of
success. One of the teachers captured many of these ideas by writing,

I would tell them that students with LD are able to learn and it is our job to find out

how to teach them. Teaching to multiple intelligences really helps these students to

focus more on what they are good at, as opposed to their areas of need.

Encouraging these students and providing a positive environment for their learning

is crucial. We need to be open to adapting the way we teach in order to see success

for all. If students are made to feel that they can do something and that we have

faith in them, | feel they will better succeed. We need to have patience with these

students. If we can find the areas they struggle with we can build detours around

those roadblocks and teach them strategies they can use for their future.

The case study on Foothills Academy was thus effective in allowing parents and school
staff to identify the factors that have led to the success of the school. The rich descriptions
provided by the parents of children attending Foothills Academy demonstrate the significant
impact that this school hashadontheir chi | drends | ives, which acco

have not occurred in the mainstream school system.
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Because of the teaching practices and resources available at Foothills Academy, many
parents are optimistic dobsometwillindudeiunivergtyhhi | dr end s

When commenting on the significant transition his or her child had undergone since attending

Foothills Academy, one parent stated, fABefore
she can do it. Her self-esteemhasgrown . She doesndét suffer anxiety
to...Hopefully | ooking forward to university.

who have the time and resources to allocate to individual students contributes to a positive and
successful learning experience. Demonstrating the profound impact that Foothills Academy has

had on families and students with LD, one par
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Appendix A: School Survey

=1 school survey

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.
Your school has been identified as a school in Alberta that
is effective in addressing the needs of students with
Learning Disabilities (LD). The information you provide
will help us identify what factors contribute to the current
success of this school. The results of this survey will be
used to develop better school practices for children and
adolescents with LD.

Your responses to all items will be kept private. The only
individuals with access to your results are the researchers
of this project. All reports will include only summary
information and no individual respondent will be
identifiable.

If you have any questions, you may call:
Dr. Rauno Parrila at the University of Alberta at
(780) 492-3696.
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DIRECTIONS
Il n this survey, we are interested in finding
you think that arobemno nt r i b u tswccess ovithtstbhdentssvithi DilepinddedieBy important it
i's in promoting this success. When choadomag how

list of possible andve¢rsinge frafomewhanportatt d/erno/mporiaiect your answarding the
number that corresponds to your preferred response.

If you think that aalslesymwfo nt r i but e t o t he dworga odhdrse ben cxoersdst,
move on to thiequestion.

Below are sample questions that show you how to answer the items on the following pages.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

1po you think this item student$with l@dfradesyES, then tate Bow smpdrtanbitl isttascofx
t he s c h omordbosn Gsticlgbenemsponiten pfoceed to next item.

ITEM Does this item contribui Somewhat  Important Very
the school Importat Important

SampleThe department heads provide s
leadership. YES NO Dond IFYES 1 2 3

m Know N
/

*MNO misgldettty be do not have depart ment he a discessafthd stbooynodut |c
mi ght be selected if you dondt know i fNotichthat)\oweds dotrate thei
importance of the itemwhenyousetect@@ n 6t Know.

2.Do yauhi nk this item contri but e syegcicle YHEethes rath how impogantdt is torcg
t he s c h omokdbosn Gticclghenemsmontben pfoceed to next item.

ITEM Doethis item contribute Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important
Sample Phe school provides a social skil
class YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know N

*&E® woul d be selectedlisf cy@awk st lciomk rmmmnortat’rss kt theb &sacq
0 9

the social skillsss is important to tschool

REMEMBER:
ASTEP 1 is to determine if an item contributes to the

Al F you answer oyesoO i narstt etphel,i ttehmne ni sSTIERP 2o nitsr itbou triam g
ono6 or o0dondt knowdé, then go to the next item.
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APROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION

Awithin this school year havawyypspegfiterventiprogranaesignéatstudents with LD

= IF Yes, please provide ($)eondmeeprogram below and rate to what extent you found the program effective.

Program Name

Very Ineffective Do n & t Effective Very
Ineffective Effective
1 2 3 4 5

Program Name

Very Ineffectivi Do n 6 t Effective Very
Ineffective Effective
1 2 3 4 5

Program Name

Very Ineffectivi Do n 6 t Effective Very
Indfective Effective

1 2 3 4 5
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BSCHOOL POLICIES AND PRACTICES

Do you think the items | isted bel owlfyescimle YEShhate owt o t he
i mportant the item i s lfncond amd@®tirclédybunesponse, theroprotebdeto nextitem.o |l 6 s
ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important
1. Thedoakission statement provides
direction faddressing etshedent divers YES NO  Doné  IFYES 1 2 3
or students With Know -
2. For the most geettachers, teacher
assistants and administaatoss a tear YE> NO SR P YES 1 2 8
Know -
3. Communication betwasimittistratarsl vES NO Sond I VES . X .
- . ono
the staffgeneraljfective. e iR
4. Teachers at this school engage in ol
professional development with respe Y& NO LR FYES 1 2 3
students with LD. Know -
5. Recent research findings about effe vES NO Dond I VES . X .
. ono
practices aegularshared among staff o R
6. There is strong leadership from the
administrators. YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
7. For the most peathters dedcher
assistants collaborate to enhance lez YES NO SERE  FYES 1 2 3
students with LD. Know -
8. For the most pEathers collaborile
each otterdevelop effective practice YES NO Ay FYES 1 2 8
studentsith LD. Know ”
9. For the most paathers shiaBspecific
resources and knowledge with each YES NO Ay FYES 1 2 8
Know -
10. Teachers are given preparation time
monitor programs ofitstuéh LD. Vs e Kr?osvn E ":_)YES 1 2 3

COMMENTS:
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CPRACTICES TO SUPPORT STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES (LD)

Do you think this item contr i buliyessircleXES,tihgehovsimdortantiti6 s c ur |
to contri but i nlnotdoo ntohcecléymatrasmhse, thenprocead eomext item.

ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important

11. Students wifhhave Individual Progra

(IPPs) in place YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
12. If needed, students are provided wit|
group or emione support to enhance YES NO EO i FYES 1 2 8
learning. now ”
13. Special education teaelzasilabléhin
the schaosupport teachers in workin  YES NO SRRl P YES 1 2 8
students with LD. Know -
14. Teachdrave sufficient acometoal
consultaimtsspecial education for sup  YES NO SRRl P YES 1 2 8
teaching students with LD. Know ”
15. Assistive technology, costgiatkr
resources, and other special equipn YES NO SRRl P YES 1 2 8
usetb help students with LD at this s Know -
16. There is a school counselor availabl
students YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know —
17. The schasémstructional resources (|
LBspecific intervention pidgeams eSS EO e FYES L 2 s
effectively support the learning of stt now -
LD.
18. Teachers at this schdtdaise strategi
to motivate students with LD. VEs o P FYES 1 2 8
Know -
19. Teachers at this school usehasilknc
prctice®r teaching students with LG YES NO BEE  IFYES 1 2 8
Know -
20. In exam situations, teaakeegssary
accommodatiomssessment pragige: "> NO En%\l'v‘ E ":_)YES 1 2 3

a reader, extra fonasfudents with LD
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21. The school focuses on developing tt

skills, selteem, and emotiohalngetf Y= NO En%v'; 0 ”:_)YES 1 2 3
students with LD.
ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important
22.Transition plann |
placements etc. is addressed. Vs e ey |FYES 1 2 8
Know -
23. In general, teachers have clear expe |
appropriate consequences for classi Ye NO  Dond  IFYES 1 2 8
. Know N
behaviour.
24. In generdlydents are rewarded for pc
behaviour YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -

COMMENTS:
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DTEACHING STUDENTS WITH LD

Do you think this item contr i bultyessircle XES,tthererateshovhimportadt&is ¢ u r |
to contri but i nlnotdoo ntohcecléyomntrasmhes groceed © nest stesn.

ITEM Does this item contribui Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important

25. Teachers htheenecesdargpwledge,

trainingndkillso feeompeténtteachin YES NO  Dond  IFYES L 2 s
students with LD. Know -
26. Teacher assistantthe necessary
knowledtajningnd skittsfeel compete  YES NO EO ik FYES 1 2 3
in supportingeheningfstudents with LI now -
27. Teachers and teacher assistavitieust
range sfrategies and interventions fc  Y&> NO EO ik FYES 1 2 3
students with lDat b ui | d oW -
strengths and target areas of need
28. School administrators provide suppc
information to teachers of students v YES NO SERE  FYES 1 2 3
Know —
29. TeachersuselBRPsto goal s
learning YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
30. Teachers monitor student progress |
timelines established in the IPP Vs N LR FYES 1 2 3
Know -
31. Teacheraminstruction according to I
readiness, preferences, and needs. YES NO Ay FYES 1 2 8
Know -
32. Teachers are willing to revise plans
instruction if the current plan is notn YES NO BEE  IFYES 1 2 8
needs of students with LD. Know -
33. Most teachers provide their students
opportunities to give feedback about YES NO En%\l'v‘ E ":_)YES 1 2 3

strategies work for them.

COMMENTS:
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EAssEsSMENT PRACTICE

Do you think this item contributesmthé sEts  c ur r e nt s uligeseirsls YES, thentrateshowirdpertamt gis wi t
to contri but i nlnpotdoo ntohcecléymatrasmhse, thenprocead domext item.

ITEM Does this item contribui Somewhat  Important Very
t he sucdess? | Important Important

34. Effective assessment practices are i

assess studentso YES NO  Dond  IFYES 1 2 3
reading, math). Know -
35. Teachers use different kinds of evall
straegies (e.g., exams, assignments 'E> NO SR P YES 1 2 8
to demonstrate student progress. Know -
36. Standardized tests (e.g., Woodcock
Mastery Test) ar YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
progress over the year. Know -
37. Assessment results are used to guic
enhance instruction. Vs N LR FYES 1 2 3
Know -
38. Teachers assessment of learning
evaluate the effectiveness of aninte Y5> NO B FYES 1 2 3
Know -
39. Tachers ugssessment for legrning
monitor the progress of students witl  YES NO SRRl P YES 1 2 8
Know —
40. Any accommodations to assessmen
(e.g., @ader) are in keeping with cur  YES NO B FYES 1 2 8
and IPP goals. Know -
41. Assessments are used to help stude
understand their learning strengths ¢ Y& NO En%\l'v‘ E ":_)YES 1 2 3

weaknesses.

COMMENTS:



38

F.RELATIONS WITH PARENTS

Do you think this item contributes¢tothe o | ds cur r ent Ifpascicle ¥ES, then ratdhhove impordaatitis s  w i
to contri but i nlnotdoo ntohcecléymatrasmhse, thenprocead eomext item.

ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
t h e sssochesse | Important Important

42. Teachers use a variety of tools to es

meaningfuktvay communication with  YES  NO En%vc 6 IFYES 1 2 8
paren{g.gagendaperson meetings, -
mail).
43. Parents and teabhgesample opportu 3
shareif or mati on ilgbo YES NO En%\; | ":_)YES ! 2 3
preferences.
44. Parents hear about positive student |
not justudechallenges YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
45. Parentwegiven the opporturetyid¢a an |
comment on student work. s e ey FYES 1 2 8
Know -
46. School sta&fich out to families who n
extra support YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -
47. Parents are given the opportunity to
in the devel opme YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
48. School administerorsurage the activ |
participation of parents. Vs N DR IFYES 1 2 3
Know -
49. Parentgenerafigel valued and welcon
this school YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -

COMMENTS:
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G SUPPORE&EARNING AT HOME

Do you think this item contr i buliyessircléeXES,tthererateshovhimportadt#is c u r |
to contributingte th s ¢ h o o IfAdosd osmud; birdésyear response, then proceed to next item.

ITEM Does this item contribui Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important

50. Students are given homework activit

on alone dthwheir parents YESESRNORSDIGING  |F YES 1 2 3
Know N
51. Homework expectations are clearly
communicated to students and pare YES NO  Dond  IFYES 1 2 3
Know N
52. Parents are informed of learning stre
used in school, and are encosespest Y5> NO LR FYES 1 2 3
at home. Know -
53. Parents are informed of social skills
behaviour strategies used in school, YES NO En%\; E ”:_)YES 1 2 3

encouraged to use them at home.

COMMENTS:
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HSTAFF MOR&CHOOL CULTURE

Do you think this item contr i buliyessircléeXES,tthererateshovhimportadt#is c u r |
to contri but i nlnotdoo ntohcecléymatresmhsé, therepmmexteitens

ITEM Does this item contribui Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important
54. Teachers can contribute to decisioir |
school palicy YES NO Dond  IFYES 1 2 3
Know N
55. For the most peatheend teacher |
assistants generally get abmufpwitrer Y5> NO En%‘; | ":_)YES 1 2 3
56. For the most part, teantdesacher |
assistaras this school enjoy their job. YES NO DA FYES 1 2 3
Know -
57. Thadministratorsaaressible and
approachable YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -
58. Teachers feel comfagptaching the
administrators YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know —
59. Teacheand administrators treat each
with respect YES NO Dond IFYES 1 2 3
) Know —>
60. Studerdse encouraged to treat each
with respect YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
61. This school is welcoming to students
YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
62. Teachers wmathessistants tradt
studentsith respect YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -
63. Thadministrators raalaffort get to
know the students YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -
64. Studentsth Lfieel comfortable approa |
teachers and other staff for support.  YES NO Ay FYES 1 2 8
Know -
65. In generdaldents with LD feel a sens
belongingmchool YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -
66. Thischool provides a variety of extra |
activities that are appealing to many YES NO Ay IFYES 1 2 3
Know —
67. The school creates an environment: |
students can see themselves as suc 'S NO En?)vc ¢ ':YES 1 2 3

learners.

COMMENTS:



When considering all of the factors that contribute totgaghsucsssh@saasistant, or administrator) in

supporting students with LD, what are the top 3 factors that stand out to you?

When considering all of the fact
top 3 factors that stand out to you?

I f we have | eft out any factors
please use the space below to elaborate.

or s

t hat
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t het

you

cont

t

hi

THANK YOu!!!

Your responses will help to enhance instruction for students with kbuMienappreciate

*Some items from this suevekeveor adapted froed theem Fraeatfer survey.

n
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Appendix A: Parent Survey

=] parent survey

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.

Your chil ddéds school has been i
effectevin addressing the needs of students with Learning Disabilitie:
Thénformation you provide will help us identify what factors contribut
the current success of thiglsehesllts of this survey will be used to
develop better schookpritichildren and adolescents with LD.

Your resporieed| items will be kept private. The only individuals with
access to your results are the researchers of this project. All reports
include only summary information and no indiwdula¢respondent
identifiable.

If you would prefer to complete this survey over the phone, please c
(780) 492756 and leave a message with your name, phone number,
time when we can call you back to complete the survey.

If you haveamstions, youaalbk
DrRauno Paaitae University of Alberta at
(780 49:3696.
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DIRECTIONS
I n this survey, we are interested in finding
you think that ardibesontributet t he school 6s s uc themateshowumportentg t u d e
i's in promoting this success. When choadomag how

list of possible andve¢rsinge frafomeathmportant Wegs Impori@aiect your answarding the
number that corresponds to your preferred response.

If you think that aalslesymwfo nt r i but e t o t he dworga odhdrse ben cxoersdst,
moven to the next question.

Below are sample questions that show you how to answer the items on the following pages.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

Ioo you think this item cont LD?lpagdradesyES, then tate bBow smpdrtanditl isdtascofx
t he s c h omordbosn gtirclgbenarsponten pfoceed to next item.

ITEM Does this item contribui Somewhat  Important Vey
the school Important Important

Sample The teacher communicates with

through my childgs YES NO Dong IFVvES ! 2 3
Know N
J
*NO miseldctBilydorecliild t eacher does not c¢communi c ayourchidihds Bn ageods |
but you don6ét think .bnodomirhitvdbtee ss etl e cttreed d U c yeosus doofp
the agenda, or i f youtdohaét EkNotcethdtyos domd mte thesirgportamce af the itgn

select NOr Dondt Know

2Do you think this item contr i pasdradesrES, then tate bow sispdroamtitudirg t
t he s c h omordbosn Gxticclghenamsmonten pfoceed to next item.

O

ITEM Does this item contribut Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important
Sample 2: The school providaisskikec
class YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know N

(]

*Ye®® would be selected if you think t hdnportadh evosud do dyted {
think that the class is important o n t ti.ng to the schoolﬁsuccess

REMEMBER:

ASTEP 1 is to determine if an item contributes to the
Al F you answer oyesabei howt eéempbrttahent 8EEPt2mi $ston con
onoo6 or oO0dondét knowdé, then go to the next item.
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A.CHI LDdS | NFORMATI ON

A What grade is your child in? (If you have more than one child attending thisledhtmingigaségorall children
attending). Plectseck the ibat corresponds to the gfaaeichild(ren).

ChiId(]: gade :(; grade §; grade ﬁ; grade @ grade @ grade @ grade @ grade Q grade 12
Child ﬁ; gade Q grade @ gradé (; grade @ grade @ grade Q grade @ grade g grade 12
Child @ gade (; grade 6; grade @ grade @ grade @ grade Q grade @ grade (;L grade 12

A Howong has your child attended this school?

Child 1:
Child 2:
Child 3:

A What type of learning disability does your child have?

Child 1:
Child 2:
Child 3:

*If you have more than one childvattending the school, consiolézdtmexperiences
all of your children when responding to the following items.
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BPRACTICES TO SUPPORT STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES (LD)

Do you think this item contr i bultyessircle XES,tthererateshovhimportadt&is ¢ u r |
to contributihngo t h e s clfimord lo @ 9, tiscld ypar eespsnse, then proceed to next item.

ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important

68. Teachers give small grouqmon®ne

instructionstmdents who need it Vs N EERE FYES 1 2 3
Know -
69. Teachers make accommodations to
assignments (e.g., giving extra time; YES NO SRRl P YES 1 2 8
reader) for students who need it. Know ”
70. There is spejgmerfe.g., computers,
assistive technology) for students wl YES NO SRRl P YES 1 2 8
Know —
71. School staff motivate students to do
(e.g., awards, recognition). HEs Y BEE  IFYES 1 2 8
Know -
72. School staffwoksetoy e | op s vES NO Dond I VES . X .
s ) . o il
skills (i.e., getting along with others). Pt iR
73. School staff encourage students to f
about themselves as learners. Ve WO SERE  FYES 1 2 3
Know -
74. School staff make pleipsastudent mc
between grades or between elemen YES NO En%vc K ':YES 1 2 8

high and high school.

75. Teachers hdear expectatmas

consequerfoeglassroom behaviour.  YES NO  Dond  IFYES 1 2 8
Know N
76. Studentsthit school mmearded for |
positive behaviour. YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
77. There is a school counselor availabl |
who need it. YES NO Don IF YES 1 2 3
Know -

COMMENTS:
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CTEACHING STUDENTS WITH LD

Do you think this item contr i bultyessircle XES,ttheeshawsimporamiti®§ s c ur |
to contri but i nlnotdoo ntohcecléymatrasmhse, thenprocead eomext item.

ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important
78. Teachdmow Wwao teach students witl
YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know N
79. Teacher assistants knosupparto
students with LD YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know —>
80. Teachers and teacher assistants are |
try different ways to help stidebts w YES NO Ay FYES 1 2 8
learn. Know ”
81. Teachers usbviduAbgrarAais (IPP$d |
set goals §tuderdsarning. s e Ay FYES 1 2 8
Know —
82. Teachers use Individual ProgiRRs@ |
keep tramdesof st YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
83. School administrators understand th
students with LD YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know —>
84. Students with LD are taught about tt |
learning strengths and needs. s e Ay FYES 1 2 8
Know —
85. Students with LD can provide feedb: |
which learning strategies work for th YES NO KEOSV" K ":_)YES 1 2 8

COMMENTS:
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[DASSESSMENT PRACTICES

D you think this item contr i butfgescirdeES, them rate bow impdrténsthec ur r
item i s in contr iflord o md cirtldgourdralspensec groceed té rext sem.c c e s S .

ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important
86. Teachers use the results of assessn 3
for instruction YES NO  Dond IF YES 1 2 3
. Know N
87. Teachers use different ways (e.g., e |
assignments, portfolios) to show stu¢c YES NO sy |FYES 1 2 8
Know -
progress.
88. Teachers regularly monitor if studen |
meeting their IPP goals. Ve WO DL FYES 1 2 3
Know -
89. Assessments are used to help stude |
underand their own learning. s e Kr'?osv" | ':YES 1 2 8

COMMENTS:
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ESUPPORTING LEARNING AT HOME

Do you think this item c ostudentswithully@ssircleé XES,tthererateshovhimportadtshe ¢ u r |
item is in contr iflmrd o md cirtidgourdralspensec groceed té rext sem.c c e s S .

ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
the school Inportant Important
90. Homework expectations are clearly
communicated to students and pare  Y£> NO Bl FYES 1 2 3
Know -
91. Parents are told about learning strat
in school, and are encouraged tous  Y> NO EERE FYES 1 2 3
home. Know -
92. Parents are told about social skills a
behaviour strategies used in school, YES NO En%\; K ':YES 1 2 3

encouraged to use them at home.

COMMENTS:
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F.RELATIONS WITH SCHOOL

Do you think this item contr i buliyessircléXES,tthererateshovhimportadtshe ¢ u r |
item is in contr iflord o md circbpourdralspensec groceed té rext sem.c c e s S .

ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important

93. The school regularly communicates

(i.e., through agendas, interviews, pl YES NO EO i IF YES 1 2 3

person). now -
94. Parents are giveptiatunity to share

information about the way their child YES NO SRRl P YES 1 2 8

Know -

learn
95. Parents are given the oppaevieity 4o

commenttoh e i workc hi | d& YES NO Kr'?of,’v" | ':YES 1 2 3

96. Parents are invioldedeloping theiri |

e YES NO Don & IF YES 1 2 3
Individual ProgrargiFFHan P R
97. Parentwear abduth e i positovéh i | |
behaviour, notjeathallenges Vs e DR IFYES 1 2 3
Know -
98. School stafachsout to families who ni
extra support YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -
99. School administrators ertbesaictige |
participation of parents s e Ay FYES 1 2 8
Know -
100.Parentgeneraflyel valued and welcon
the school YES NO Don IF YES 1 2 3
Know -

COMMENTS:
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GSTAFF MORAIH&OL CULTURE

Do you think this i ntsustesswithstudénts witlyéfsrcle YES, tthererateshovhimportadt he ¢ u r |
item i s in contr iflmrd o md cirtldgourdralspensec groceed té rext sem.c c e s S .

ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
the schs?ol Important Important

101.School administrat@scassible and

approachable YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know —>
102 Studendse encouraged to treat each
with respect YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
103.Thischool is welcominglémtst with LD
YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
104 .School staff treatuakents with respect
YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
105.School administratoranreffat get to
know the students YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know —>
106.Studentsth Lieel comfortable approa
school staffgopport YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -
107 Students seem to $eveecaof belonging
thisschool YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know —>
108.This schpodvides a variety of extract |
activities that are appealing to many YES NO DRl FYES L 2 s
Know —
COMMENTS:
THANK YOu!!!

Your responses will helpatacerihstruction for students with LD. We appreciate your time

*Some items from this survey were taken or afiefstBcimovitmadfer survey.



Appendix B: School Survey

o1

=1 school survey

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.
Your school has been identified as a school in Alberta that
is effective in addressing the needs of students with
Learning Disabilities (LD). The information you provide
will help us identify what factors contribute to the current
success of this school. The results of this survey will be
used to develop better school practices for children and
adolescents with LD.

Your responses to all items will be kept private. The only
individuals with access to your results are the researchers
of this project. All reports will include only summary
information and no individual respondent will be
identifiable.

If you have any questions, you may call:
Dr. Rauno Parrila at the University of Alberta at
(780) 492-3696.
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DIRECTIONS
Il n this survey, we are interested in finding
you think thateaamwbes ont r i but e t o t he s c h otbelmafedowsmportargis s wi
i's in promoting this success. When choadomag how

list of possible andwerange frafomewhaaportant Wegs Impori@aiect your answarding the
number that corresponds to your preferred response.

If you think that adlslesymwfo nt r i but e t o t he dyvoaiwl&ddkbenk o e w s
move on to the next question.

Below are sample questions that show you how to answer the items on the following pages.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

1po you think this item contr i pasdradesyES, then tate bBowsmpdrtanbitl isdtscofx
t he s c h omordbosn Gsticlgbenemsamrethen pfoceed to next item.

ITEM Does this item contribui Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important

SampleThe department heads provide s

leadership. YES NO Dond IFYES 1 2 3

m Know N
/

*NO misgelsttily be do not have department heads or i fDoynodut
mi ght be selected if you dondt know chdoNotichtbatoweds dotrate thei
importance of the itemwhenyousetect@@ n 6t Know.

~

2.Do you think this item contr i pasdraesyES, then tate Bowsmpdrtanodit isiscd
t he s c h omokdbosn Gticclghenemsmontben pfoceed to next item.

=

ITEM Does this item contribut Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important
Sample Phe school provides a social skil
YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
class
Know N

*%E® woul d be selected if you think th_eh‘imnortaﬁsbdobbﬁ

q
the social skillsmcss is important to tschoolés

REMEMBER:
ASTEP 1 is to determine if an item contributes to the

Al F you answetrh@®ryeSDEP N2 siteptd rate how i mportant the i
ono6 or o0dondt knowdé, then go to the next item.
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APROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION

Awithin this school year havawyypspegfiterventiprogranaesignéatstudents with LD

= IF Yes, please provide(#)eohttmegorogram below and rate to what extent you found the program effective.

Program Name

Very Ineffective D o Knbw Effective Very
Ineffective Effective
1 2 3 4 5

Program Name

Very Ineffectivi Do n 6 t Effective Very
Ineffective Effective
1 2 3 4 5

Program Name

Very Ineffectivi Do n 6 t Effective Very
Ineffective Effective

1 2 3 4 5




54

BSCHOOL POLICIES AND PRACTICES

Do you think the items | isted btewithufyescimle YESkhetratehowo t he
i mportant the item i s lfncond amd@®tirclédybunesponse, theroprotebdeto nextitem.o |l 6 s
ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
the school Importan Important
109.Thechoahission statement provides
direction faddressing etshedent divers YES NO  Doné  IFYES 1 2 3
or students With Know -
110.For the most geettdchers, teacher
assistants and admirsstaatoas a tear YE> NO SR P YES 1 2 8
Know -
111 Communication betwasimithistratarsl vES NO 5 | I VES . X .
; i ono
the staffgenerabiyfective. e iR
112 Teachers at this school engage in ol
professional developmespeithto eSS DRy FYES L 2 s
students with LD. Know -
113 Recent research findings about effeq vES NO 5 | I VES . X .
i onbd
practices aegularshared among staff o iR
114 There is strong leadership from the
administrators. YES NO Don IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
115 For the most pEathers dedcher
assistants collaborate to enhance lez YES NO SERE  FYES 1 2 3
students with LD. Know -
116.For the most pEathers collaborilbe
each otherde\a@ effective practices | YES NO Ay FYES 1 2 8
students with LD. Know -
117 For the most pEatters shiaBspecific
resources and knowledge with each YES NO Ay FYES 1 2 8
Know -
118.Teachers are given preparatigartianes
monitor programs of students with L Y& NO Kr?of/)vn E ":_)YES 1 2 3

COMMENTS:
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CPRACTICES TO SUPPORT STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES (LD)

Do you think this item cont rwihluDPyessircle XES,tthererateshovhimportadt#is ¢ u r |
to contri but i nlnotdoo ntohcecléymatrasmhse, thenprocead eomext item.

ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Impadant Very
the school Important Important

119.Students with LD have Individual Prt

(IPPs) in place YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
120lIf needed, students are provided wit|
group or emione support to enhance YES NO EO i FYES 1 2 8
learning. now ”
121 Special education teachers angithiail
the schaosupport teachers in workin  YES NO SRRl P YES 1 2 8
students with LD. Know -
122 Teachdrave sufficient acometoal
consultaimtsspecial education for sup  YES NO SRRl P YES 1 2 8
teaching students with LD. Know ”
123 Assistive technology, costgiatkr
resources, and other special equipn YES NO SRRl P YES 1 2 8
usetb help students with LD at this s Know -
124 There is a scboonselor available to
students YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know —
125The schasémstructional resources (|
LBspecific intervention pidgeams eSS EO e FYES L 2 s
effectively support the learning of stt now -
LD.
126.Teachers at this schefféctee strateg
to motivate students with LD. VEs o P FYES 1 2 8
Know -
127 Teachers at this school usehasilknc
prctice®r teaching students with LG YES NO BEE  IFYES 1 2 8
Know -
128Inexam situations, teai@scessary
accommodatiomssessment pragige: "> NO En%\l'v‘ E ":_)YES 1 2 3

a reader, extra fonasfudents with LD
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129.The school focuses on developing tt

skills, selteem, and emotdhalvg of YES NO En%v'; | ”:_)YES 1 2 3
students with LD.
ITEM Does this item contribu Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important
130Transition plann |
placements etc. is addressed. Vs e ey |FYES 1 2 8
Know -
131.In general, teachers have clear expe |
appropriate consequences for classi Ye NO  Dond  IFYES 1 2 8
. Know N
behaviour.
1321In generalidents are rewarded for pc
behaviour YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -

COMMENTS:
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DTEACHING STUDENTS WITH LD

Do you think this item contr i bultyessircle XES,tthererateshovhimportadt&is ¢ u r |
to contribut i ninotann & hcederyamnresmhse, thenprocead eonext item.

ITEM Does this item contribui Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important

133.Teachers hheenecesdarpwledge,

trainingndkillso feeompeténtteachin YES NO  Dond  IFYES L 2 s
students with LD. Know -
134 Teacher assistantthe necessary
knowledtajningnd skittsfeel compete  YES NO EO ik FYES 1 2 3
in supportingeheningfstudents with LI now -
135Teachers andhtgassistantsauséde
range of strategies and interventions Y& NO EO ik FYES 1 2 3
students with lDat b ui | d oW -
strengths and target areas of need
136.School administrators provide suppc
information to teactmslehts with LD YES NO CEly P YES 1 2 s
Know —
137TeachersuseIBRPsto goal s
learning YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
138.Teachers monitor student progress |
timelines established in the IPP eSS DER  FYES L 2 s
Know -
139.Teachers plan instruction according
readiness, preferences, and needs. YES NO Ay FYES 1 2 8
Know -
140.Teachers are willing to revise plans
instruction if the current plan is notn YES NO BEE  IFYES 1 2 8
needs of stuslesith LD. Know -
141 Most teachers provide their students
opportunities to give feedback about YES NO En%\l'v‘ E ":_)YES 1 2 3

strategies work for them.

COMMENTS:
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EAssEsSMENT PRACTICE

Doyouthk t his item contributes t o IfyegdarclesrTES) thenkrafe bowdmportantins s u
to contri but i nlnpotdoo ntohcecléymatrasmhse, thenprocead domext item.

ITEM Does thitem contribute Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important

142 Effective assessment practices are i |
assess studentsd YES NO  Dond6  IFYES ! 2 3

reading, math). Know -
143 Teachers dierent kinds of evaluatio
strategies (e.g., exams, assignment: YES NO SR P YES 1 2 8
to demonstrate student progress. Know -
144 Standardized tests (e.g., Woodcock
Mastery Test) ar YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
progress othez year. Know -
145 Assessment results are used to guic
enhance instruction. Vs N LR FYES 1 2 3
Know -
146.Teachers assessment of leayning
evaluate the effectiveness of aninte Y5> NO B FYES 1 2 3
Know -
147 Teachers assessment for letning
monitor the progress of students witl  YES NO SRRl P YES 1 2 8
Know —
148 Any accommodations to assessmen
(e.g., @ader) are in keeping with cur  YES NO EO e IFYES 1 2 8
andPP goals. now -
149 Assessments are used to help stude
understand their learning strengths ¢ Y& NO En%\l'v‘ E ":_)YES 1 2 3

weaknesses.

COMMENTS:
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F.RELATIONS WITH PARENTS

Doyouhi nk this item contributes {tfpescirde&’/ESsthem mte holvampartant itrise n t
to contri but i nlnotdoo ntohcecléymatrasmhse, thenprocead eomext item.

ITEM Doethis item contribute Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important

150.Teachers use a variety of tools to es

meaningfuktvay communication with  YES  NO En%vc 6 IFES 1 2 8
paren{g.gagendaperson meetings, -
mail).
151 Parents and teachers have ample o] 3
shareif or mat i on ilgbo YES NO En%\; | ":_)YES ! 2 3
preferences.
152 Parents hear about positive student |
not justudechallenges YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
153 Parentge given the opportueitietoan
comment on student work. s e ey FYES 1 2 8
Know -
154 .School staféch out to families who ni
extra support YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -
155 Parents areegi the opportunity to be i
in the devel opme YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
156.School administratemurage the activ |
participation of parents. Vs N DR IFYES 1 2 3
Know -
157 Parentenerafiyel vadd and welcaime
this school YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -

COMMENTS:
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G SUPPORE&EARNING AT HOME

Do you think this item contr i bulfyessircle XES,tthereratespowsm ivis 6 s c ur |
to contri but i nlnotdoo ntohcecléymatrasmhse, thenprocead domext item.

ITEM Does this item contribui Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important

158 Students are given hiomewities to wi

on alone or with their parents N I YES L 2 s
Know N
159 Homework expectations are clearly
communicated to students and pare YES NO  Dond  IFYES 1 2 3
Know N
160Parents are informed of learning stre
ued in school, and are encouraged : &> NO LR FYES 1 2 3
at home. Know -
161 Parents are informed of social skills
behaviour strategies used in school, YES NO En%\; E ”:_)YES 1 2 3

encouraged to use them at home.

COMMENTS:
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HSTAFF MORAH&OL CULTURE

Do you think this item contr i buliyessircléeXES,tthererateshovhimportadt#is c u r |
to contri but i nlnotdoo narcecléyourresmhsé, thenproaeed donaxt item.

ITEM Does this item contribui Somewhat  Important Very
the school Important Important
162 Teachers can contribute to decisroin
school palicy YES NO Dond  IFYES 1 2 3
Know N
163 For the most peatheend teacher |
assistants generally get abmufpwitrer Y5> NO En%‘; | ":_)YES 1 2 3
164 For the most part, teaoHedesacher |
assistaras this school enjoy their job. YES NO DA FYES 1 2 3
Know -
165 Thadministratorsameessible and
approachable YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -
166.Teachers feel comfapgptdaching the
administrators YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know —
167 Teacheand administrators treat each
withespect YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know —>
168.Studendse encouraged to treat each
with respect YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
169.This school is welcoming to students
YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
Know -
170Teachers t@heessistants tredt |
students with respect. Vs e A FYES 1 2 3
Know -
171 Thadministrators raalaffort get to
know the students YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -
172 Studentsth Lfieel comfortable approa |
teachersdaather staff for support. s e Ay FYES 1 2 8
Know -
173In generdydents with LD feel a sens
belongingmchool YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
) Know -
174 Thischool provides a variety of extra
i ; ; YES NO Dond IF YES 1 2 3
activities that areaimg to many child i A
175The school creates an environment |
students can see themselves as suc 'S NO En?)vc ¢ ':YES 1 2 3

learners.

COMMENTS:
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When considering all of the factotrshiliz to your success (as a teacher, teacher assistant, or administra
supporting students with LD, what are the top 3 factors that stand out to you?

When considering all of t h eortirigatedenssiwgh LD, wlzat are¢he n t
top 3 factors that stand out to you?

I f we have | eft out any factors that you thin
please use the space below to elaborate.

THANK YOu!!!

Your responses will help to enhance instruction for students with LD. We.appreciate your time

*Some items from this survey were taken or aflefftBecvofrimadfer survey.



